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Outline 

Your task is to complete four activities (five if you complete the optional one), that are all about our school 
badge.  You will have noticed already that it has lots of symbols on it which are all connected to our school. 
Please complete each section as fully as possible. You will need to return this work to your RE teacher 
when you begin English Martyrs’ in September or send to us at homestudy@englishmartyrs.org 

 

Task 1 – Why have a school badge? 

Why do we have a school badge?  See if you can complete each point on the star and list at least 5 different 
reasons.   
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Task 2 - Your ideas                                                                           

Write down what you think the colours and symbols might represent on our school badge?  Where might the 
motto be from? What does it mean?  What other language is it written in?  Is there anything that surprises you 
when you look at the badge?  Is anything missing?  What?  Why? 
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Task 3 – Research 

Read the following information about our school badge. 

English Martyrs School was established in 1964.  The school badge was and continues to be an important part 
of the school’s identity.  Students should wear the school badge at all time with immense pride for what it 
symbolises.  But what do the colours and symbols represent?  

The red background symbolises the blood of the Martyrs. A martyr is someone killed for their religious 
beliefs, in the service of Jesus and as witnesses to his message.   

At English Martyrs’, we remember in a very special way St Edmund Campion, St Margaret Clitheroe, St John 
Fisher, St Thomas More, St Ralph Sherwin, St Margaret Ward, St Alban Roe and St Anne Line.  These people 
give their names of our houses and are people who were killed simply for loving God and for their faith in him.   

The black cross is a dominant feature of the school badge. But what does it represent? The black cross 
represents our Catholic Faith. The cross is traditionally a symbol of salvation.  Salvation simply means the 
healing of a broken relationship between God and his people.  When Jesus died on the cross, he began this 
healing, so that we have the promise of being with God in heaven when we die.  The cross is usually a symbol 
of Christ himself.  

On this cross there is no figure of Jesus.  Jesus has risen and he promises us that when we die the same thing 
will happen to us!  The black cross therefore shows how Jesus’ death and resurrection are at the heart of our 
school and its values.  

The gold laurel garland is a symbol of two things: victory and running a race. In the time of Jesus, people 
would be given a laurel garland if they had achieved something like a race, or a General had won a major 
victory in war.  The symbol is used for those who have died for Jesus - the Martyrs – after whom our school is 
named. The golden laurels also look like the palms used to herald Jesus as a King when he rode into Jerusalem 
on Palm Sunday.   

Our school motto can also be seen very clearly at the bottom of the badge.  It is written in Latin which is 
the traditional language used in the Church.  ‘Ut Omnes Unum Sint’ – which means - ‘May they all 
be one’.  The line comes from words that Jesus prayed in St John’s Gospel (17:21) “that they may all be one, 
as you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have 
sent me”.  They present not only unity in Jesus and his Father, but also in one another – neighbour with 
neighbour. It is a message of hope and love.  The words are also a common theme in ecumenism.  Ecumenism 
simply means Church unity.  

The school badge is very important to us as a school. Not only does it provide a sense of identity, but it also 
gives meaning to what we strive to be as students of English Martyrs’.  

Task 4 - Apply 

Now that you have read the information about the school badge, you need to complete the next page.  There 
is an empty shield.  This is for you to draw and colour the school badge. At the bottom of the shield, you will 
also need to write the words of our school motto in both Latin and English (look at the front of this booklet 
for help how to set this out).  Around the empty shield, you will see headings of the key symbols found on our 
badge.  Beneath each heading, you should provide an explanation about what the various symbols represent.  
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Task 5 – Create (optional) 

This final task is optional.  Hopefully by now, you will know a little something about English Martyrs.  Maybe 
you have been visiting the year 6 Zone on the school website or have been speaking to siblings who are 
students in other year groups.  Your task is to design your own badge to represent our school.  It must 
contain symbols that would have meaning and relevance to our school community.  You might also decide to 
include a new motto.  Please design your new badge in the space provided below (it doesn’t have to be in the 
shape of a shield).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Now explain something about your design. How does it represent English Martyrs’ Catholic School?   
Consider some of the following questions in your explanation: What do the symbols represent?  What colours 
did you use and why?  Where does the motto come from?  What shape is your badge and why?  
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