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Pe r f o r m i n g  A r t s  S p e c i a l i s t  S t a t u s  

English Martyrs’ Catholic School, 

Anstey Lane, Leicester, LE4 0FJ 

Tel: 0116 242 8880  Fax: 0116 242 8881 

Email: office@englishmartyrs.org 

Web: www.englishmartyrs.org 
 

Principal: M. T. Carney B.A., M. Phil. (Cantab) 
Dear Parents, 

 
The purpose of this booklet is to provide information and guidance about 
courses of study at English Martyrs’ in Years 10 and 11. 

 
Students study a variety of subjects leading to a range of qualifications at the end 
of Year 11.  They will receive a wealth of guidance to enable them to access the 

courses that create the most suitable programme, taking into account their 
ability, interests and possible future careers.  For every student, this will provide 
a balanced general education and a choice of courses. It is designed to enable 

everyone to use their god-given talents to the full. A support and mentoring 
programme for pupil premium students continues to support students 
throughout KS4. 
 

Students will be following new syllabuses in most of their GCSEs in September 
2016. The grading for these new GCSEs will be: 
 New Grade Old Grade 

 9 AXX  
 8 AX 
 7 A 

 6 B 
 5 C 
 4 D 

 3 E 
 2 F 
 1 G 

 
The exact content and assessment structure for these new GCSEs has not yet 
been finalised in all courses. The details given in this booklet may therefore 

change. The content and exam structure for these GCSEs will however make 
these GCSEs more difficult. 
 



I recommend that you familiarise yourself with the contents of this booklet 

before you attend the consultation meeting on Thursday 9th February, 3.30pm-
6.00pm. Staff will be able to offer advice and your child’s progress in individual 
subjects can be discussed with the teachers concerned.  Choice Forms must be 

returned by Friday 24th February. 
 
You will note that we are still able to offer a wide range of 4 options to students. 

Please be aware however that it is not always possible to give everyone 4 
options of their preference. All students must be prepared to accept at least one 
second choice. 

 

If you wish to discuss a specific points further, please contact: 

Miss Patrick, Head of Year 9; 

Mrs Conaghan and Mr Hunt, Vice Principals; 

Or your child’s subject teacher directly. 

 
I look forward to seeing you at the consultation meeting. 

 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 

 
Marius Carney 
Principal 



 

 6 KEY STAGE 4 QUALIFICATIONS 

In years 10 and 11, all students study: 

  English and English Literature 2 GCSEs 

  Mathematics   1 GCSE 

  Biology, Chemistry, Physics 3 GCSEs 

  Religious Education  1 GCSE 

  Careers 

  Citizenship 

  Physical Education 

Students take 4 option subjects, one from each block. Success in Mathematics 
and English are so important that any student with an expected grade 5, but at 

assessment B is tracking at grade 4, must select Maths in option C and / or 
English in option D. 

A  B 

Food Preparation & Nutrition 
GCSE 

 Art GCSE 

French GCSE  Business Studies GCSE 

Geography GCSE  French GCSE 

History GCSE  Geography GCSE 

Music GCSE  History GCSE 

ICT BTEC 1st Award  ICT BTEC 1st Award 

Sport BTEC 1st Award  Media BTEC 1st Award 

C  D 

Drama  GCSE  Art GCSE 

French GCSE  Business Studies GCSE 

Geography GCSE  French GCSE 

History GCSE  Geography GCSE 

Textiles GCSE  History GCSE 

Media BTEC 1st Award  Dance BTEC 1st Award 

Sports BTEC 1st Award  
Performance Technology 

BTEC 1st Award 

Mathematics GCSE Support  English GCSE Support 



 

7  

English and Mathematics 

Very few careers require students to choose specific option subjects but success 

in core GCSEs such as English and Mathematics are crucial for many careers. 

Success in Mathematics and English are so important that any student 
who has an expected grade ‘5’ or more but at the time of assessment 
B is tracking at grade ‘4’ or below must select Mathematics / English 

Support. 

English Baccalaureate 

All students must choose at least one subject from History, 
Geography and French. We would advise all students considering going on to 

study at university to take French GCSE and Geography or History GCSE. 

Examinations and Coursework 

GCSE subjects no longer have coursework although some do have controlled 
assessments where students complete written work in class. Some GCSEs also 

require students to complete practical work e.g. Art and Drama. 

Tiers of Entry 

In some subjects there are two tiers of examination entry (one covers Grades 1 

to 5 and the other covers grades 4 to 8), and in some subjects there is a single 
tier of  examination entry (covering grades 1 to 9). 

BTEC Courses 

For BTEC courses (such as ICT, Media, Dance, Sport and Performance 

Technology) a student’s grade is mainly determined by coursework. Each BTEC 
has one exam.  Students cannot study both BTEC Dance and BTEC Performance 
Technology. 

A BTEC award is equivalent to a GCSE: 

BTEC PASS  - equivalent to a grade 5 at GCSE 

BTEC MERIT  - equivalent to a grade 6 at GCSE 

BTEC DISTINCTION - equivalent to a grade 7 at GCSE 

BTEC DISTINCTION* - equivalent to a grade 8 at GCSE 

Making Choices 

Staff will be talking to students about the range of subjects available to them. 

When students choose option subjects they should take into account a variety of 
factors, including: 

 Current attainment in the subject and progress made in year 9 

 Method of assessment - some students excel in examinations and some 
excel in coursework 

 Their enjoyment of particular subjects 
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The Inclusion Faculty works in partnership with staff and students at KS4 to 
facilitate access to the curriculum ensuring all students fulfill their potential. 

Support is provided by teachers and may be provided by teaching assistants, who 
work alongside students in class. Experienced support staff work closely with 

subject specialists to ensure every student is able to meet the demands of each 
particular course. In some subject areas, withdrawal groups may be created for 
short or longer periods of time.  Withdrawal groups can help students to focus 

on particular skills that may need  reinforcement.  Individual support with course 
work assignments may also be provided. 

Support could also be provided through the morning study group which meets 
every morning during registration. Students in year 10 can take advantage of this 
support without  missing any lesson time. Sixth form students are available to 

give advice about coursework, study skills and examination revision. The 
Homework Club for KS4 students operate in the Sixth Form Centre every 
afternoon Monday-Friday 3pm - 4.30pm. 

Students with Education Health Care Plans and those who are placed on the 
special educational needs register continue to benefit from support and advice 

from a variety of outside agencies. 

Special arrangements for examinations can be applied for students with particular 
needs.  The Inclusion department works with students to ensure that the 
necessary detailed information is provided to support concession applications. 

Contact Mrs Bailey, Director of Inclusion, should you wish to discuss any of the 
information above. 

INCLUSION 

GCSE AND BTEC AWARDS ARE DEMANDING. 

PARENTS CAN HELP BY: 

 providing a quiet place for homework 

 taking a continual supportive interest in current studies in all subjects 

 checking homework assignments and seeing that they are completed 

 reading completed homework offering encouragement and praise. 
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KEY FEATURES OF THE COURSE 
 

All students study a full GCSE in Religious Studies. This allows them to combine 
practice of faith as it is experienced in the school, with academic study of a well-
respected subject. Students study AQA Religious Studies B: Catholic Christianity. 

 

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT 
 

50% of the course covers the beliefs and teachings of Roman Catholic 
Christianity. 
 
25% of the course studies the beliefs and teachings of Judaism.  

 
The final 25% of the course involves a study of Catholic teaching on Family 
Relationships, and Peace and Conflict.. 

 

EXAMINATION 
 

Two exams will be taken at the end of year 11 and each exam will last for 1 hour 
and 45 minutes. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
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KEY FEATURE OF THE COURSE 

Our aims are to develop the ability of students to communicate effectively in 
speech as well as in writing, and to appreciate, analyse and compare a wide range 

of texts. 

Students should develop a sensitive and informed personal response to a variety 
of material.  We hope to enhance both their understanding of what lies below 
the surface meaning of texts, and their appreciation of the ways in which writers, 

including themselves, use language and structure to create impact.  Their own 
writing skills in a variety of genres are thereby improved. 

 

 

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT 

English Language 

100%  terminal examination consisting of two papers, each lasting two 

 hours, to test reading of previously unseen material and writing. 

 Controlled assessment of speaking in a formal situation. 

 

English Literature  

100%  terminal examination consisting of two papers, each lasting two 
 hours. Together these test responses to prose, drama and poetry 
 from Shakespeare to the present. Students will also write about 

 some material they have not studied beforehand. 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE and 

ENGLISH LITERATURE 
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KEY FEATURES OF THE COURSE 

We aim to provide students with an interesting experience of mathematics 
which fosters a core of expression through Mathematics as well as preparing 

students for their next stpeps in education and life. 

The subject content is: 

 A0l Multistep questions – greater fluency mathematically to  

  develop skills and build confidence 

 A02 Mathematical Reasoning and Communication to develop  

  problem solving 

 A03 Making connections between different concepts of   
  Mathematics  

 

The Foundation is more challenging than in previous years with brand new topics 

such as Quadratics, Trigonometry, Surds, Gradients of y=mx + c etc. 

The Higher content now takes on additional topics such as geometric sequences, 
equation of circles, Growth & Decay problems, Turning points of quadratic 
equations, Outliers. 

 

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT 

The grading system covers U (unclassified) and 1 to 9 

Foundation tiers covers grades 1-5 and Higher tier covers grades 4-9  

The new grade 5 is broadly equivalent to the current grade C and grade 7 is 

equivalent to the current grade A. The new top grade is grade 9. 

The GCSE is examined by terminal examination at the end of Year 11. 

There are 3 papers - Paper 1 (non-calculator) and paper 2 and 3 are calculator 
papers. 

All work is supported by new teaching resources, ICT resources, exam practise 

as well as independent work by our students.  

MATHEMATICS 
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KEY FEATURES OF THE COURSE 

All students at English Martyrs are given the opportunity to study for separate 

GCSEs in Biology, Chemistry and Physics.  

These courses are started at the beginning of year 9 and are designed to 
promote the development of knowledge and understanding through 
opportunities to work scientifically.  

A broad Scientific education is vital to allow students to contribute to what is an 
increasingly scientific and technological world and equip them to make informed, 
evidence based decisions about their lives, and lifestyles, as well as preparing 

them for further studies in Scientific subjects 

 

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT 

The Biology, Chemistry and Physics courses are administered by the AQA exam 
board.  

The courses will be examined terminally at the end of Year 11, there is no 

internal assessment or coursework. 

The examinations are available at 2 tiers:  

 Foundation tier allows access to grades 1-5. 

 Higher tier gives access to grades 4-9.  

Final decisions about which tier a student will be entered for will be made 

following the mock exams in December of year 11. 

Each course will have 2 examinations, each 1hour 45 minutes long. These exam 
papers will comprise a combination of multiple choice, structured, closed short 
answer and open response questions. 

GCSE BIOLOGY, CHEMISTRY AND PHYSICS 
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KEY FEATURES OF THE COURSE 

 

KS4 Physical Education builds upon the skills learnt in KS3. Students are 
encouraged to not only develop their standard of performance, but also their 
ability to analyse and evaluate their performance and the performance of others.  

 
Physical Education makes a distinctive contribution to the aims of our school. 
 

The Core PE programme will provide many opportunities to: 
 
Create successful learners 

PE will help pupils acquire the knowledge; skills and understanding they 
need to participate successfully in, and enjoy, physical activities both now 
and in the future. Pupils develop analytical and evaluation skills by deciding 

how to improve the quality of their own and others’ work. 
 

Develop confident individuals 

It will develop competence in physical education and the sense of 
enjoyment brought about by being active and successful, engendering a 
sense of confidence and self-esteem in the pupils and enabling them to 

become increasingly independent. This confidence will encourage them to 
get involved in physical activity for its own sake and as part of a healthy 
active lifestyle. 
 

Become responsible citizens 
PE encourages learners to be enterprising and work cooperatively and 
effectively with others. Taking on the roles of leader or official helps 

develop a sense of respect for others and the ability to apply rules fairly 
and act with integrity. PE will encourage pupils to make regular physical 
activity part of their lives and to get involved in healthy physical activity, 

sport and dance regularly both in school and in the community. 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

Non Examination 
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KEY FEATURES OF THE COURSE 
This course asks for a great deal of commitment and personal response to a variety of themes.  
Methods of working include drawing and painting, printmaking, mixed media and photography. If 

you are thinking “I really enjoyed my art lessons, but I can’t draw!” think again… you are here to 
learn, aren’t you?!! 

Preparatory studies and research for themes are very important.  Such research may, at first, be 
tutor led, but students are expected to become more independent as they progress through the 

course and complete preparatory work and research as homework. This will include collecting 
source material and taking photographs of high quality. A good digital camera is therefore 

necessary equipment for the course. Students will experience a range of materials and processes 
during the course. 
 

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT / REQUIREMENTS 
Portfolio (Coursework) - 60% 
Two projects, one covering all four assessment objectives. Evidence of drawing and some 

written annotation are essential. 
Coursework will take the form of projects and all the work produced will be coursework.  

However, there is now an emphasis on selection of strongest work which displays fulfillment of all 
the assessment objectives at the end of the course. This must include evidence of  more than one 

project. This is called the Portfolio. 
Students must record from observation by learning how to draw and paint what they can see. 

Students must also develop the ability to analyse their own images along with the work of other 
artists and this will allow them to see their work in a wider context. They will need to use the 

influence of the artists work they study to help them develop their own work. 
Students must also show that not only can they control a range of different materials and 

techniques, but that they can employ them with skill, use them appropriately and without waste. 
The project should be completed and presented with a major piece as a clearly outlined unit 
supported by written statements as appropriate. Any such written work must display a good 

standard of written English; being able to organize information clearly and coherently using 
specialist vocabulary when appropriate and the ability to work and research independently are 

important skills. Art club is available to all students throughout the course for one hour a week 
after school and students are encouraged to come along to complete their homework or catch up 

on any incomplete work or any pieces in need of development. This after school time will be 
extended during the examination preparatory period to allow students to reach their full potential. 
 

Externally Set Assignment (Examination)  - 40% 
One practical paper of 10 hours - spread over two sessions of 5 hours per session. 

The examination paper is issued several weeks in advance to enable research and preparatory 
studies to take place. These studies (which are usually drawings, colour studies, experiments with 

a variety of media, practices for the exam piece and photographs taken by the student) are 
brought into the examination room for reference. The examination also demands that students 

work to the same four assessment objectives as in the coursework. In essence, the examination 
takes the form of another coursework project, although completed in less time and with the final 

outcome being created under examination conditions. The work completed during the 
preparatory period starting in January of Year 11 will account for most of the marks, so a focused 

approach is necessary. 
 

COURSEWORK DEADLINES 
Projects require completion and presentation by the end of December/beginning of January in 

Year 11. 

ART & DESIGN - GCSE 
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KEY FEATURES OF THE COURSE 

The new GCSE course encourages students to apply their knowledge and 
understanding to different business situations ranging from small businesses to 

large multinationals and businesses operating in local, national and global 
markets. 

The course requires to use their knowledge and understanding to: 

 Use business terms to identify and explain business activity. 

 Develop problem solving and decision making skills relevant to 
business. 

 Investigate, analyse and evaluate business opportunities and issues. 
 

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT 

Paper 1: Influences of operation and Human Resource  
  Management on business activity 

What is assessed? 

 Business in the real world 

 Influences on business 

 Business operation 

 Human resources 

How is it assessed? 

 Written examination: 1hour 45minutes 

 90 marks 

 50% of GCSE 
 

Paper 2: Influences of marketing and finance on business  
  activity 

What is assessed? 

 Business in the real world 

 Influences on business 

 Marketing 

 Finance 

How is it assessed? 

 Written examination: 1hour 45minutes 

 90 marks 

 50% of GCSE 
 

EXAM BOARD: AQA 

The qualification is linear. This means that students will sit all of their exams at 
the end of year 11. 

BUSINESS STUDIES - GCSE 
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KEY FEATURES OF THE COURSE 
 

This Course has been specifically chosen for students who have enjoyed their 
Drama lessons, so that they can build upon the skills they have acquired.  60% of 
the Course is for devising and performing plays, this time with additional 

opportunities to learn about stage design, lighting, sound and costume.  
 

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT 

UNIT 1: DEVISED PRACTICAL PERFORMANCE - 40% 
Task One: Devised Performance   (30%) 

Students will devise a practical performance based on a theme and 
linked to a practitioner or genre. 
 Students may choose either Acting or 
 A Theatre Design Skill.      Lighting 

Sound 
Costume Design  or 
Stage Design 

 
Task Two:  Devised performance portfolio (10%) 

Students will complete a portfolio of supporting evidence based on 

the work completed in Task One. 

 

UNIT 2: PERFORMANCE FROM  A TEXT - 20% 

Candidates will be assessed on either their acting or a theatre design 
skill, in a scene from a published play. 

 

UNIT 3: WRITTEN EXAMINATION - 40% 

Students will be assessed on their ability to analyse ONE set text as an 
actor, designer and director and to evaluate practical work completed in 

Unit Two. 

 

As a GCSE Drama student, you will be involved in mainly practical lessons, 
devising plays of your own as well as performing plays from a script. You will 
learn about all aspects of theatre, including design and directing. You will also 

have many opportunities to perform in front of an audience, as well as see 
professional performances at local theatres on a regular basis. 

DRAMA - GCSE 
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KEY FEATURES OF THE COURSE  
 

This new, inspiring GCSE aims to develop students’ knowledge, understanding 
and skills to prepare, cook and serve healthy, nutritious food. The practical 

lessons will cover a range of both sweet and savoury dishes. The course also 
covers topics on food commodities, principles of nutrition, diet and good health, 
the science of food and where food comes from. Understanding the science 

behind cooking food will enable students to become better cooks and learn how 
to adapt recipes to suit different occasions and diets. Students will also learn 
about food safety. 

Students will have the opportunity to develop culinary skills from British and 

international cuisine. They will learn about food production, sustainability, 
healthy eating and nutrition. 

This course teaches valuable life skills to enable students to lead healthy lifestyles 
and make informed decisions about the food they and their families eat. It can 
help prepare students wishing to go on to further education and possibly lead to 

various careers within the Catering / Hospitality Industry, and Nutrition industry 
such as Food Scientist, Food Product Developer, Food Technologist, 
Nutritionist, Dietician etc. 
 

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT  
 

 50% of the marks are through assessments by written examination  
 50% of the marks are through 2 assessments that are not assessed by 

examination  (NEA) 

 
Non-examined assessment (NEA) tasks. 

These assessments will be based on a choice of tasks released by examination 
board annually. They are carried out in school and moderated by the exam 
board. 

There are 2 tasks: 

Task 1: The Food Investigation Assessment  (15%) 

A scientific food investigation which will assess the learner's knowledge, skills and 
understanding in relation to scientific principles underlying the preparation and 
cooking of food. : 

 

Task 2: The Food Preparation Assessment  (35%) 

Prepare, cook and present a menu (3 dishes) which assesses the students 
knowledge, skills and understanding in relation to the planning, preparation, 
cooking and presentation of food.  

FOOD PREPARATION & NUTRITION - GCSE 
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KEY FEATURES OF THE COURSE 

An interactive and topical course which enhances students’ career choices by 
giving them an awareness of French culture and lifestyle, while also developing 

their ability to understand and communicate in French through the balanced 

study of four skills: 

 LISTENING  SPEAKING  READING  WRITING 

Students’ skills in the language are developed in a variety of ways including: 

 use of authentic reading materials from up-to-date magazines, brochures 
and websites. 

 use of recorded live material of native French speakers. 

 More relevant, engaging and condensed context arranged in three 

separate contexts.  

 Less stressful speaking assessments with new subject criteria. 

 Use of on-line learning materials and apps for vocabulary and learning 

 Questions in Listening and Reading papers in English and French. 
 

 

 

TOPIC AREAS 

Students study all of the following themes on which the assessments are based 
 
Theme 1: Identity and Culture 

 Me, my friends and family. 
 Technology in everyday life. 
 Free-time activities. 

 Customs and festivals 
 
 

Theme 2: Local, National, International and Global Areas of Interest 
 Home, town and region 
 Social issues 

 Global issues 
 Travel and tourism 

 
 

Theme 3: Current and Future Study and Employment 

 My studies 

 Life at school / college 

 Education post-16 

 Jobs, career choices and ambitions 

 

FRENCH - GCSE 
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METHOD OF ASSESSMENT 
 

Paper 1: Listening  
 Examination - 25% 
 Foundation tier   35 minutes 

 Higher tier   45 minutes 
 
Paper 2: Speaking 

 Examination - 25% 
 Foundation tier   7-9 minutes (plus preparation time) 
 Higher tier   10-12 minutes (plus preparation time) 

 
Paper 3: Reading  
 Examination - 25% 

 Foundation tier   45 minutes 
 Higher tier   1 hour 
 

Paper 4: Writing 
 Examination - 25% 
 Foundation tier   1 hour 

 Higher tier   1 hour 15 minutes 

FRENCH continued  
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KEY FEATURES OF THE COURSE 

The world is always changing. Geography gives you the chance to learn about 
these changes. There are three units to study: 
 

Unit 1: Living with the physical environment  
This unit is based on physical geography and you will learn about the following: 

 Global Hazards – how can we predict, plan & protect ourselves against 
extreme weather, earthquakes and volcanoes? 

 Changing Climate – are we really to blame? 

 Distinctive Landscapes – beautiful Britain? 

 Sustaining Ecosystems – why should they matter to us? 

 Geographical Skills & Fieldwork - This will involve at least a day’s 
fieldwork outside school. 

 
 

Unit 2: Challenges in human environment 

This unit is based on human geography and you will learn about the following: 

 Urban Futures – why are cities Mega? 

 Dynamic Development – why are some countries richer than others? 

 UK in the 21st Century – is the UK losing its global significance? 

 Resource Reliance – can we feed 9 billion people by 2050? 

 Geographical Skills & Fieldwork - This will involve at least a day’s 
fieldwork outside school. 

  

Unit 3: Geographical applications  
This unit allows you to apply your understanding of Units 1 & 2 in the following 
ways: 

 Using your Geographical Skills 

 Making Decisions 
 

The knowledge and transferable skills gained from this course will prepare you 
for A Level studies and employment. It will also help you achieve the English 
Baccalaureate. 

 

GEOGRAPHY - GCSE 
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METHOD OF ASSESSMENT 

Unit Weighting Explanation 

 1 

Living in the physical 
environment 

 35% 

 1 ½ hour exam to test how well you 

have learnt your physical geography topics 
and skills. 

2 

 Challenges in the 
human environment 

 35% 

1½ hour exam to test how well you have 

learnt your human geography topics and 
skills 

3 

 Geographical 
applications 

 30% 
1 ½ hour exam to apply your 
geographical skills and make decisions 

Units 1, 2 and 3 will be all taken at the end of Year 11. There is no course work; 
however, there will be at least two days fieldwork which will be examined in 

Unit 3. 

There are no Higher or Foundation tiers for these new examinations though 
questions are carefully scaffolded to allow students to achieve their best. 

The new specifications have a greater focus on written communication skills and 
numeracy. Students will need to have a good grasp of English and Mathematics to 

access the higher Levels of this qualification.  
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KEY FEATURES OF THE COURSE 
  

This GCSE gives students the opportunity to study three interesting periods of 
history to develop cultural thinking and analytical skills.  
 

It consists of three modular papers. 
 
Paper 1:  Thematic study and historic environment 

Written examination: 1 hour and 15 minutes 
30% of the qualification 
 

 Warfare and British society, c1250–present 

 London and the Second World War, 1939–45 

 
 
Paper 2:  Period study and British depth study 

Written examination: 1 hour and 45 minutes 
40% of the qualification 
 

 Superpower relations and the Cold War, 1941–91 

 Early Elizabethan England, 1558–88 

 
 
Paper 3: Modern depth study 
Written examination: 1 hour and 20 minutes 

30% of the qualification 
 

 Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918–39 

 
 
Examinations take place at the end of Year 11. 

HISTORY - GCSE 



 

 28 

KEY FEATURES OF THE COURSE 

GCSE Music is ideally suited to those who are interested in understanding how 

music is put together, through theory knowledge, performance and 
composition.  In the course you will study set works and continue to improve 
your theory skills.  You must be prepared to take part in choirs, ensembles, 

rehearsals and performances outside timetabled lessons. 

It is helpful to study GCSE music if you currently study a musical instrument or 
sing regularly. Individual lessons in instruments / voice for GCSE music are 
provided free of charge by the school. 

 

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT 

 

Unit 1:  Listening to and Appraising Music -  40% 

 In this unit you will study music from the 1600s to today and 
 analyse its features.  You will study music theory to be able to use 

 the correct terminology for the exam. 

 

Unit 2:  Composing Music  -  30% 

  In this unit you will compose two pieces of music based around a 

  brief, one set by EDEXCEL and one set by you.  You will notate 
  your composition in a score. 

 

Unit 3:  Performing Music  -  30% 

In this unit you will perform two different pieces of music on your 

specialist instrument: one individual and one as an ensemble.  

 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

 Basic theory knowledge (step up course) 

 Study your instrument in addition to classroom lessons 

 Be a confident performer 

 An understanding that the course is both practical but also requires the 
skills of music analysis and composing. 

AQA MUSIC - GCSE 
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KEY FEATURES OF THE COURSE 

Textile Design includes the creation of designs and products for woven, knitted, 

stitched or printed fabrics and involves an understanding of fibres, yarns and 
fabrics.  

Students undertaking this subject are required to demonstrate knowledge, skills 
and understanding through areas of study relevant to each project title.  

Areas of study include:  

 Constructed textiles  

 Digital textiles  

 Dyed fabrics  

 Printed fabrics  

 Fashion design  

 Installed textiles  

 Soft furnishings  

 Stitched and/or embellished textiles. 

 

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT 

 

The qualification consists of two components: 

Component 1:  Portfolio (Coursework) 

   60% of qualification: 120 marks  

This component includes a major practical portfolio and outcome/s to be based 

on internally set themes and subject matter developed from personal and/or 
given starting points. This component will be set and assessed in school. 

 

Component 2:  Externally Set Assignment (Exam) 

   40% of qualification: 80 marks  

Practical 10 hour exam - spread over two sessions of 5 hours per session. 

The examination paper is issued several weeks in advance to enable research and 
preparatory studies to take place. These studies are brought into the 

examination room for reference. The work completed during the preparatory 
period starting in January of Year 11 will account for most of the marks for the 
exam, so a focused approach is necessary. 

TEXTILES - GCSE 
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IN PERFORMING ARTS - Dance 

KEY FEATURES OF THE COURSE 

Do you enjoy dance? Are you seriously considering performing, choreographing 
or teaching as a career? This is a good basic course for you to see if you’ve got 

what it takes. 

This highly practical course is an introduction to developing performance skills in 

dance. You will gain an overview of the dance industry, as well as developing 
practical skills essential to understanding performance, technical training, 
rehearsal and group work. You will also develop skills in IT, communication and 

an understanding of health and fitness. You should possess a positive and 
disciplined attitude and express a strong interest towards dance. Previous 
experience of dance is not essential. 

 

 

ABOUT THE COURSE 

The course is run over 2 years and combines practical and theoretical 
assignments and is heavily based upon performance. You will be required to 
work in groups as well as working independently on various assignments. You 

will also be expected to provide creative input within lessons and rehearsals.  

You will cover three units over the course; 

 Individual Showcase (Externally assessed) 

 Preparation, Performance & Production (Internally assessed) 

 Dance Skills (Internally assessed) 

Here are some of the styles that you may learn and develop the technical skills 
for, on the course: Contemporary technique, Ballet, Jazz, Commercial, Musical 

Theatre, Lyrical, Bollywood, Urban, Hip-hop, Break-dance, Pop, African and 
Swing dance.  
 

 

ADDITIONAL OPPORTUNITIES 

You will be involved in a variety of workshops with professionals from the 

industry and a theatre trip to London to watch a West End show. You will have 
lots of opportunities to perform and your practical coursework will feature in 
the annual BTEC Dance Evening and also the end of year school dance show.  

Alongside the regular timetable you will also get the opportunity to become 
involved in external competitions and you can be involved in further exam work 

in IDTA Freestyle. 
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IN PERFORMING ARTS - Dance continued 

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT 

You will be continually assessed throughout the course through a series of 
practical performance and work related assignments.  

Two units are assessed internally and one unit is assessed externally by an 
examiner. The external unit, you will sit a written exam and you also have to 
choreograph two solo performances. 

 You are graded at either a level 1, Pass, Merit or Distinction over the two year 
course. 

 

 

WHO IS THE COURSE FOR? 
Students with a basic understanding of dance styles and those wishing to pursue 
a career in the Performing Arts as a professional dancer or choreographer 
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KEY FEATURES OF THE COURSE 
A BTEC First Award is a practical, work related course.  You learn by 

completing projects and assignments that are based upon realistic workplace 
situations, activities and demands.  This is a new qualification available to KS4 
students. 

 
The course is made up of 3 Units over 2 years of study.  The units are: 
 

Unit 1 ~ The Online World (Externally Assessed Examination) 
This unit provides an introduction to the modern online world. Starting 
with your own experiences, you will extend your knowledge of online 

services and investigate the technology and software that supports them. 
You will learn more about a range of services including email, online data 
storage, collaborative software, search engines and blogging. 

 
Unit 3 ~ A Digital Portfolio (Internally Assessed Coursework Project) 

For this unit you will learn how to create a digital portfolio that includes a 

series of web pages with links to content that you have created. You will 
learn how to make use of multimedia assets such as images, sound and 
video to make your portfolio appealing and engaging.  

 
Unit 13 ~ Website Development 

In this unit, you will investigate the features and uses of websites by 
exploring what they are and how their integrated components and 

applications interact with each other. You will also learn how to design, 
develop and test a website for a brief. Once this is completed you will 
review your website, having obtained feedback from others. 

 

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT 
Units 1 and 3 are both worth 25% each of the overall grade with Unit 13 worth 

50% of the overall grade.  Unit 1 is assessed by external examination with the 
other 2 units coursework based and internally assessed/externally moderated.   
 

COURSEWORK REQUIREMENT 
The course is demanding and students must have access to: a computer with 
suitable software (Microsoft Office), the Internet, and a USB memory stick. All of 
this is provided in school so students may need to arrange to work in study club 

after school hours. Pupil premium students may use their allowance to purchase 
USB sticks etc. 

BTEC FIRST AWARD IN INFORMATION 

AND CREATIVE TECHNOLOGY 
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KEY FEATURES OF THE COURSE 

The combination of core and specialist units ensures that all learners develop 

areas of essential media knowledge, while giving you the chance to develop Film 
making and Web Development Skills 

A BTEC First Award is a practical, work related course.  You learn by completing 
projects and assignments that are based upon realistic workplace situations, 

activities and demands.   

 

A BTEC First Certificate has the same value as one GCSE. 

The course is made up of: 

 

Unit 1: Digital Media Sectors and Audiences 

Film, television, podcasts, e-newspapers, websites, and games – have you 

ever wondered who creates all the media that are readily available on your 
phone, computer, tablet, games console, TV and more? 

 In this externally assessed unit you will explore the different digital media 
sectors and the products they produce. You will understand the range of 

technological platforms used to distribute media, and how each sector has 
a common production process. 

 

Unit 2: Planning and Pitching a Digital Media Product 

In this unit you will develop your verbal, written and visual communication 

skills to enable you to understand the needs of your client and to help you 
formulate, develop and pitch your own ideas for a media product. You will 
then undertake pre-production planning for a digital media product in 

preparation for the next phase in the process: production.  

 

Unit 3: Digital Moving Image Production 

In this unit, you will explore the construction of different types of moving 
image productions: fictional, factual and promotional. You will focus on 

camerawork as key to the ‘language’ of visual communication but will also 
explore mise en scène (setting, locations, props, costumes and make-up), 
sound and editing which are all necessary components of a finished 

product. You will investigate key features of digital moving image 
productions, including structures, generic conventions and audience 
address, in preparation for the making of your film or video.  
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Unit 5:  Digital Publishing 

In this unit you will investigate the context in which digital 
publishing products exist as well as their purposes and uses. You 

will gain knowledge and the appropriate skills required for the 
design and development of digital publishing products as well as an 
overview of how to source materials and combine them. You will 

learn to organise and manage the production of a digital publishing 
product, plan and prepare content suitably and create interactivity 
between text, images and graphics. You will also test your 

completed publishing product on different publishing platforms 
and then publish your finished digital publishing product.   

  

 

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT 

There is one examination in this subject which counts as 25% of the final grade. 

The remaining 75% assessment is based on project work. 

 

 

COURSEWORK REQUIREMENT  

The course is demanding and students must have access to: a computer with 
suitable software (Microsoft Office), the Internet, Microphone and Headphones. 

All of this is provided in school so students may need to arrange to work in 
study club after school hours. Pupil premium students may use their allowance 
to purchase USB sticks etc. 

BTEC FIRST AWARD IN  CREATIVE MEDIA 

Continued 
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PERFORMANCE TECHNOLOGY  

KEY FEATURES OF THE COURSE 

Performance technology looks at the work that goes on behind the scenes of a production.  It 

is a highly vocational course that will appeal to people who have an interest in theatre, film or 
television and would like to learn more of the various trades who come together to put on a 

successful production. Students will work on real performances and will learn many of the 
skills needed to put on a performance with a focus on lighting, sound, make-up, costume, 

scenery, and prop design. 
 

The course consists of 3 units, one is externally assessed. 

UNIT 1   Individual showcase  

This is a core unit which is externally assessed. The exam board will set a task 
which the student has to respond to. The task will consist of writing a letter of 

application to an employer that lays out the student’s skills and achievements.  
They will also need to prepare a 10 minute presentation that showcases their 

individual skills and interests developed during the course.  
 

UNIT 2 Preparation, performance and production  

This is a core unit that is internally assessed. Students will need to work on a 

production and demonstrate how well they work with others to put on the 
performance.  For performance technology students they will need to show their 

technical ability to design and make a practical aspect of the show. 
 

UNIT3 Production Skills for performance 

This unit is internally assessed. In this unit students learn a range of skills relevant 
to putting on a performance and could include lighting and sound, set building, 

make up and costume design and making.  It is set within the context of a live 
performance. Students will also need to evaluate their progress by setting targets. 

 

SKILLS DEVELOPED 

This is a practical  & design based course that develops a wide range of skills that can be 

tailored to the needs and interests of the learner. The breadth of backstage jobs in theatres, 
film or TV are immense and while it is not expected that learners will go on to work in these 

industries  this course does provide a lead into BTEC Level 3 course in production arts or 
other design based courses. The skills and knowledge developed are suited for further study 

in subjects such as fashion design, interior design and shop design as well as Live Events such 
as concerts and festivals. The school’s St Cecilia Auditorium has the same professional sound 

and lighting systems found in many top theatres across the world. Students are encouraged to 
work these systems throughout the course.  
 

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT 

Learners will generate evidence through their participation in the many activities undertaken. 
Evidence will be recorded as notes and written assignments, photographs and video. Students 

will make models, drawings and full scale items for the stage. Skills will be developed through 
practical assignments. Each unit is marked either Pass, Merit or Distinction grades. Health and 

Safety considerations will be taught and applied throughout the course. 
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KEY FEATURES OF THE COURSE 

If you are considering a career in the sport sector, then this course is for you. 

Do you have what it takes? Do you have the commitment and drive to succeed?  

We will provide you with the opportunity to develop your skills, knowledge and 
understanding of the sporting world, and to gain a nationally recognised 
vocationally specific qualification to enter employment in the sport sector or to 

progress into further education.  

 

Throughout the two years you will follow four units:  

 Anatomy and Physiology (coursework) 

 Fitness for sport an exercise (examination) 

 Practical sport (coursework) 

 Planning and leading sports activities (coursework) 

 

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT 

 

 Continual assessment in both a mixture of practical, written 

assignments and a 1 hour examination. 

 Approximately three or four assignments set per unit. 

 New this year! A multiple choice screen exam in the fitness for 

sport and exercise unit. 

 

 

BTEC FIRST AWARD IN SPORT  
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A choice form for options at Key Stage 4 will be given to each student.  It should 
be completed and returned to the student services office by Friday 24th 

February. If forms are returned after 24th February, it may well affect the range 

of subjects available. Put a 1 against the subject in the option line your child 
wishes to study. Please put a 2 against your child’s second choice in each option 
line.  

All staff will be only too pleased to help with any problems that arise, but you 

may find the following staff particularly useful. 

 

FORM TEACHERS:  

 Mr Sadler 9 Campion 

 Mrs Nelson 9 Clitheroe 

 Mr Patel 9 Fisher 

 Mr Gonzalo 9 More 

 Mrs Chatterson 9 Sherwin 

 Mr Edwards 9 Ward 

 

HEAD OF YEAR 9:     Miss Patrick 

VICE PRINCIPAL:     Mrs Conaghan 

       Mr Hunt  

DIRECTOR OF INCLUSION:   Mrs Bailey 

LEAD TEACHER FOR MORE ABLE STUDDENTS : Mr Wilson 

LEAD TEACHER FOR PUPIL PREMIUM STUDDENTS : Mr Manger 

 

IMPORTANT DATES: 

 Thursday 9th February - Year 9 progress consultation   

   and option information meeting 

 
 Friday 24th February - Choice forms must be returned 
   by this date 

 

Please keep a copy of your choices on the draft form in the centre of this 
booklet. 

THE NEXT STEP 



SURNAME  FORENAME  FORM 

     

CHOICES AT KEYSTAGE 4 

 
Signed (parent) ………………………….……...…  Signed (student) ………..…………….…………  

IT IS NOT POSSIBLE TO GUARANTEE STUDENTS FOUR FIRST CHOICES. ALL STUDENTS 

MUST BE PREPARED TO ACCEPT AT LEAST ONE SECOND CHOICE. 

Notes on completing this option form 

Students choose 4 different subjects, one from each option block A-D. 

1. Put a 1 in the box for the subject in each option block that your child wishes to study. 

2. Students must select a 2nd choice subject in each option line. 2nd choice subjects must not include any of 

the 4 subjects selected as first choice. 

3. Students must select at least one subject from Geography, History and French.  

4. Return the form to student services by Friday 24th February. If the form is returned after 

Friday 24th, it may well affect the range of subjects available. 

5. Success in Mathematics and English are so important that any student with an expected 

grade 5+ but at assessment B is tracking at grade 4 must select Mathematics in option C and / 

or English in option D. 

A   B  

Food Preparation & Nutrition GCSE   Art GCSE  

French GCSE   Business Studies GCSE  

Geography GCSE   French GCSE  

History GCSE   Geography GCSE  

Music GCSE   History GCSE  

ICT BTEC 1st Award   ICT BTEC 1st Award  

Sport BTEC 1st Award   Media BTEC 1st Award  

C   D  

Drama  GCSE   Art GCSE  

French GCSE   Business Studies GCSE  

Geography GCSE   French GCSE  

History GCSE   Geography GCSE  

Textiles GCSE   History GCSE  

Media BTEC 1st Award   Dance BTEC 1st Award  

Sports BTEC 1st Award   
Performance Technology 

BTEC 1st Award 
 

Mathematics GCSE Support   English GCSE Support  
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Let me know clearly 
 

Lord, 

Let me know clearly 

the work which you are calling me to do in life. 

And grant me every grace I need 

to answer your call with courage 

and love and lasting dedication to your will, 

Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Making Decisions 
 

Lord, 

I am about to make an important decision  

and the day before me is charged with uncertainty. 

Enable me to sense Your presence 

and to feel Your undergirding power, 

to be assured of Your guiding concern. 

Amen 
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I know the plans I 
have for you, plans for 
peace and not disaster, 
reserving a future full 

of hope for you. 
 

Prophet Jeremiah 29:1 
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